Issue: Summer 2018

Welcome to the Summer Issue, we would like to thank you for your
continued support!
Summer Coffee Morning in aid of Reuben’s Retreat
Thank you to all those that contributed or attended our last coffee morning
of this academic year. As usual it was a memorable event with lots of fun,
stalls selling gifts, games, coffee, cakes and bacon butties (Courtesy of
Caleb’s Café)
A fantastic total of £212.18 was raised in aid of Reuben’s Retreat. Well
done all!
Please note:
School re-opens on Wednesday 5th September 2018
School meals increase to £2.25 per day
Our kitchen has recently received 5* hygiene rating.
Well done Tracey!

Caleb’s Café and Fundraising
Caleb and his café helpers provide nutritious, tasty meals and
snacks each week which he sells around school, donating the
proceeds to worthy local causes.
Caleb also chose to have his trademark long hair cut off this
year, all at a price of course!
This year one of the charities chosen by
Caleb was Willow Wood. We are proud to
share that Caleb raised £100 for this
charity. He was presented with a certificate to mark this achievement!
Arts Awards Nominations
We are proud to announce that Charleigh was selected as one
of 7 finalists at the Curious Minds North West Cultural Education Awards 2018. She enjoyed a glittering ceremony in
Preston where all nominees attended.
End of Year Fun and Reward Trips
All the children have enjoyed their trips to celebrate the end
of the year and rewards. Trips have taken place to Crocky
Trail, Gulliver's World, Water Adventure Centre, Inflata
Nation and Lazer Quest. They have also
enjoyed a production of Oliver Twist by
M&M Productions, and some children have
enjoyed a puppet workshop!

Trinity College Visit to Thomas Ashton
Last year we applied to be a ‘Good Award Practice Centre’. We provided a lot of evidence and were pleased when we found out that we
had been successful. Thomas Ashton is awarded this status until the
end of 2018.
Trinity College have been very impressed with the work we have been
doing and sharing; in particular the Holocaust and the Hate Crime
Project, and not forgetting our annual celebratory arts exhibition
event.
As a school it has been a pleasure hosting both the celebratory and
networking event, and sharing good practice.
Sharing good practice has enabled us to work with a variety of people
and organisations, including the local nursing home and the local community.
Trinity College visited the school recently to photograph the djembe
drumming session with Steve and Laurie, and left with a very good impression. We await their report but have no doubt that it will be a
fabulous reflection of our staff and pupils hard work.
Next year we will apply again and hopefully we can share more good
practice.

Summer Term 2018
Summer is here and the sun continues to shine… unheard of!!!
Some farewells: To the Year 9 pupils, as they progress on a pathway that
best suits their needs, that will take them through KS4, onto college or
work related learning, and beyond into the world of employment. We wish
Matthew, Trevor and Tommy well at White Bridge College; Josh at Samuel Laycock, Declan all the best as he goes to Hollinwood Academy; Emily
at Rossendale School; Bobbie who will continue to be supported by Active
Tameside and Maddock as he puts his creative digital technology skills to use at the UTC
Media City School, Manchester!
Special mentions also to: Charlie Kenneally, who is also moving to Hollinwood Academy,
Oldham - it has been a delight to see this young man return to the ‘Charlie of old’; Thane
McDonald, who is going to Windlehurst School which is closer to where he lives; Lewis
Boyd who moves to Samuel Laycock: Theo Garbett who is joining West Hill School. Good
luck to all of you!
We have three staff moving on: Steve Edgar and Beth Partington take up jobs with Active
Tameside, so I’m sure we shall continue to see them around school in the future. Anthony
McGuiness has secured a teaching assistant promotion much closer to where he lives, and
I would like to thank them all for their hard work whilst they have been with us.
Whilst we are celebrating success, may I also congratulate those parents and carers of
ours who have completed the parenting course with us this year. I know the value of the
course, and whilst things are getting tighter in school staff-wise, I want you to know we
will continue to run the course each term next year, so please let me know if this is something you would like to do with us.
I would also like to thank Sarah Eastaff, a trainee play therapist who has worked with
some of our children this year. The focus of her work shifts to the National Theatre in
London next year, whom incidentally we will be working with on a project as part of our
Artsmark strategy.
For the first time in the 16 years I have been Headteacher here, we will be starting September at full capacity, with seven children in each of our eight groups. We have 16 new
pupils starting in September, and each group will have some new faces in them. They will
all be made to feel very welcome and will quickly become part of the Thomas Ashton
School family, but it is a unique situation and also a sign of the times, as demand for places continues to grow.
I hope you all have a great and safe summer. Am I being a little selfish in hoping the good
weather continues a little longer? See you all in September…
Finish

Friday 20th July 2018 @ 1.30pm

Re-open

Wednesday 5th September 2018

Finish

Friday 26th October at 2.45pm

Re-open

Tuesday 6th November (STAFF INSET DAY 5th NOV)

Finish

Friday 21st December @ 1.30pm

