
Issue:  Spring 2018  

Easter Coffee Morning in aid of Sport Relief 

Our Easter themed Coffee Morning was well attended by pupils, 

parents, carers and friends. There were lots of fun activities 

to take part in and lots of tasty Easter treats to be had.  

As usual the raffle held by FOTAS proved very popular, with a 

range of prizes, including Easter eggs, toiletries, chocolates, drinks, etc.  

Caleb held his regular Café which is always popular. This time it was ‘bacon butties’ 

on the menu! 

School raised around £140 for Sport Relief which is  

fantastic. Thanks to everyone who contributed. 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2018 ( The power of words) (Discovery Award) 

‘Striding forth into a better future’  

This year we were inspired by the artist Deborah Pitman and an installation called ‘moreincommon’. Deb-

orah herself was inspired by Jo Cox’s Maiden Speech To Parliament: ‘We Are Far More United Than The 

Things That Divide Us’. I have had the pleasure of talking to Deborah Pitman about the project and also 

have her in attendance to mark Holocaust Memorial Day. 

As you may remember we gathered prints of all the pupils feet from the 

special schools across Tameside as well as the Lakes Nursing home in 

Dukinfield. These were reprinted on card and re-distributed to all schools, 

enabling all children and residents to be represented. Over 400, in total. 

Pupils were then asked to decorate it in their own way, including words, if 

possible. 

All the feet were re-collected and made into an installation and displayed 

on a large tree, signifying 'Strength and Growth'. Accompanying the tree 

are two perspex cubes. These cubes include the names of the children and 

residents from The Lakes, the other cube features subsequent genocides 

including the Holocaust. 

Welcome to the Spring Issue, we would like to thank you 
for your continued support! 

Dates for your diary—Future Coffee Mornings 

Friday 25th May and Friday 13th July 



 

LAMARR 
Lamarr group have been busy studying fairy-tales and how the original stories were in fact written for 

adults. Pupils have enjoyed reading some of the originals. 

 

We have been looking at the role of the ‘big bad wolf’ and how he features in lots of fairy tales. 

We have also been looking at the judicial system as part of our Citizenship and have been presenting a 

defence case on behalf of the wolf. 

 

A few members of the group chose a suitable fairy-tale to read to our younger pupils. This is a skill that 

forms part of their Asdan Award. 

 

We have been looking at some real life cases that were brought to the court and the group were asked 

to pass sentence themselves and then see how this matched the 

real sentence that was passed in the court of law. 

 

We were all shocked and thought that maybe in some cases, the 

judicial system was not tough enough, but understood the need 

to weigh up each case individually and also what things to take 

into consideration when passing a sentence. 

We have also taken a trip to Minshull Street Court and have had 

a tour of the court and asked some important questions there.  

PASTEUR 

Our first terms topic in Pasteur group was on recycling. The children learnt that plastic is in the oceans, 

the children used plastic bags and bottle tops to create a collage representing this. 

The second half term Pasteur group have been making Easter decorations for the Easter coffee morning. 

The children have used recycled shredded paper and paper plates to create Easter rabbits. They have 

also used different materials to create daffodils and used balloons, paint, glue and string to create East-

er egg nests.    

HUBBLE 

We have taken part in an Asdan award for the environment. Some class members took part in the Inter-

generational Drama group and also the Oldham Coliseum project. We have made model mountains as part 

of our topic work and shared the finished models in Assembly. We used modroc and papier-mache to  

create the mountain models. 

In music we have used drums and keyboards. 

We have studied different films and film-making effects used- like story-

boarding, close up shots and use of dramatic sounds to show what is hap-

pening. We have studied the films Everest and Where the Wild Things Are.  

More recently we have been litter picking with the Wardens at Gower Hay 

Woods, Hyde, reminding ourselves of the importance of caring for our envi-

ronment. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

LOGIE BAIRD 

Our last topic of Mountains, lent itself perfectly to a range of art work. 

In Art, the children learned how to sketch and shade using charcoal, touching briefly on perspective; 

they learned how to make a mixed media piece; they also worked on their pencil control.  

We listened to and discussed Peer Gynt by Grieg - they love both 'Morning' and 'In the Hall of the 

Mountain King'. We used the BBC Ten Pieces resources for this. We facilitated a session on painting 

to music, after watching a video of the artist, Art Ninja.  The children absolutely loved this, and have 

requested to do more. 

In Drama, we have started to look at voice, using our new text -' Where the Wild Things are' - prac-

tising 'command voice'; 'quiet voice' and 'shouty voice' along with changing one's vocal sound to re-

flect a character. We are working on using our body to express a feeling in dance, where we are using 

the character of Max and the text as a theme.  

We will also be using the book as a stimulus for creative writing, re-writing the story from our own 

perspective in the first person. 

Looking ahead, we will be doing Arts Award Discover based on cave paintings. 

CURIE 

Over the term, we have had two of our class members take part in the Oldham Coliseum Project. 

They have developed a script, taken part in rehearsals and performed to a live audience. This has 

allowed them to develop their drama and writing based skills.  

Curie class were also responsible for holding their Coffee Morning as part of the enterprise pro-

gramme. They created decorations for the hall based on the theme of hearts. Ellie created a beauti-

ful, bright piece of art work that had the slogan ‘Fight for Every Heartbeat’ on it and was displayed 

on the morning of the event. They organised and ran the event, raising over £300 for charity. One 

member of the class even decorated an old chair using decoupage and sold it at the coffee morning. 

During their weekly art lessons they have focused on Kandinsky, Decoupage, Canvas Painting and Ma-

gritte.  

Another child in class has built an entire life size motorbike using only cardboard. He planned it, built 

it and then constructed a way to allow the wheels to move. He also built an entire structure using 

wooden dowels.  

All members of the class have drawn their interpretation of the opening for Auschwitz. This has 

linked in with our current novel, The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas that we are currently studying for 

English. Each one was different and unique, demonstrating their individual flair.  

Ellie has had a piece of her artwork sold in the Gallery at 

the Town Hall. This 

piece of art work was 

based around the 

weather.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLEMING 

After Christmas, Fleming class welcomed two new children to the class: Oliver 

and Brydon. We have enjoyed getting to know them and helping them settle 

into our school routine. 

We have had a very busy half term learning about our environment. We made 

it our mission to help clean up the school and surrounding areas and then recy-

cled all the rubbish to help save our planet. 

The children also used some of the recycled products to create their own  

model. 

We have learnt all about the environment and how important it is to all try our 

best to protect it. The children have also learned about the differences be-

tween natural and man-made objects and created their own piece of art work 

FOSSEY 

This term in the Fossey classroom, the pupils have been practicing their creative writing skills. Pu-

pils have been given a single sheet of paper with a picture on it, such as a paper man running, OR a 

burnt piece of toast, and they have had to produce a short story based on these images. 

As it was Holocaust Memorial Day during the month of January, Fossey class have been reading 

‘Number the Stars’, which detailed the plight of Danish Jews leaving Demark for Sweden. In addi-

tion to this, we have researched Civil Wars that have happened in the past. 

As we are working on the topic of ‘Earth Matters’, pupils in class have been creating environmental-

ly friendly Wind Turbines and Solar Panels to help transform our classroom and make us all more  

FERGUSON 

‘Volcanoes’ have been our topic this half term. 

All pupils have really enjoyed learning about various volcanoes around the 

world, and in particular Mount Vesuvius which erupted in 79AD. We re-

searched what happened to the people of Pompeii and Herculaneum. 

On 5th February, Daniel, Owen, Teejay and Kian represented the class for our class assembly. 

They showed the rest of the school what we had been doing for our Arts Discovery Award and 

how we had researched Japanese Artist Hokusai who is famous for painting pictures of Volca-

noes. 

Pupils have also created their own pictures of volcanoes using pastels and have also used papier 

mache to make a Volcano. They then became Scientists and created a chemical reaction to ex-

plode their Volcanoes! 

In Literacy, pupils have been learning about Recounts. They have enjoyed listening to ‘Killer Cat’, 

‘The Lively Labrador’, ‘The Day I Swapped my Dad for two Goldfish’ and The Diary of a Wimpy 

Kid’. All are fantastic examples of diaries. 

The pupils then had a go at writing their own Recount as a Volcanologist – exploring a live Volcano! 

Then they read them out to the rest of the class. 

Holocaust Memorial Day, pupils have learnt about the Holocaust during WW2 and the atrocious 

killings that are taking place in current day. 

The boys wrote post cards to Holocaust survivour Rene Inow and were involved in making the Art 

Installation which toured around schools in Tameside. 

In the final week of term, Josh, Daniel, Owen and Teejay went bowling as part of the PE reward 

trip. 



Spring Term  2018 

Like many schools, we had to accept we could not operate safely across 

the two days at the end of February due to the snow. However, I was re-

ally pleased to see how many of you were using the school website for 

information and picking up the messages left on there. 

This will be our policy for the future, but we will also do our best to 

phone you personally, just to be sure that everyone has got the message. 

Let’s hope the weather picks up over Easter and we can all get outside 

once again! 

I was so proud of all the pupils who took part in the Oldham Coliseum drama production 

“Changing Places, Shifting Spaces” on Tuesday 6th March – you did an amazing job, and 

thanks too to the family and staff support on the night.  

I’m sure you have all seen the fantastic illuminated, metal tree near reception which is 

covered in ‘footprint’ leaves. Once again, Kim McDonough has inspired the school and our 

community to be involved in the Holocaust Memorial Day through the project “Striding 

Forth into a Better Future”. Colourful footprints have been hung from the branches like 

leaves, with hopes and wishes for the future written onto them. Looking back at where we 

have been often helps us to choose a better path moving forward. 

Please can I remind you of the Parenting Class that school runs each term. A number of 

our parents have now had the benefit of working together on the course. It is informa-

tive, fun and supportive, and will be running again in the summer term. If you are interest-

ed and want to know more, just let Caroline in the office know and someone will get in 

touch with you. 

And don’t forget FOTAS… Friends of Thomas Ashton School! If you have some time and 

would like to get involved with other parents to support school, please think about joining 

FOTAS. Again, just leave your name at the office. 

Finally, thank you for your tremendous support at the last two coffee mornings. It is al-

ways so lovely to see you and it’s great for our children to be involved in helping and sup-

porting other really important causes locally, nationally and internationally. Understanding, 

respecting and helping others are really important life skills, and it’s great to see our chil-

dren developing these qualities as they go through school. Happy Easter!!! 

Finish for Easter       Thurs 29th March 2018 1.30pm 

Return                   Monday 16th April 2018 

Bank Holiday      Monday 7th May 2018 

Finish for half term    Fri 25th May 2018  

Return         Monday 4th June 2018 

Finish               Friday 20th July 2018 @ 1.30pm 

Remember to look at our website www.thomasashton.tameside.sch.uk where you can view policies 

and find out the latest news.  Also you could visit twitter @thomasashtonsch to see what is cur-

rently happening within school. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAS EXHIBITION OF ART WORK 

 


