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Halloween Cake Sale 
In October for Halloween all pupils baked over 300 cakes to sell at Hyde 

Community College as well as at school. This raised £80 for the Rucksack 

Appeal which pupils are currently engaged in. This will provide essential 

clothing to the homeless during the winter months. Thank you to Hyde for 

welcoming us and also everyone who supported.  Morgan, Tyler, Bradley and 

Callum supported school well over at Hyde CC in the  sale of the cakes.  

Scarecrow Competition 
Each year as you will be aware we embark on a scarecrow project. This year 

was a great success as we involved the other four special schools in Tameside. 

Emin were amazing and made our scarecrow based on Indiana Jones, however 

we renamed this Indiana Jones and the Raiders of the Lost Art. Each pupil in 

school had the responsibility of making a piece of artwork which was to ac-

company our scarecrow. This was then displayed in Hyde Park and the public 

were able to see this on display. The scarecrows then toured the Tameside 

schools. Morgan Ross represented school for the day at Hyde Park and took 

part in a press interview for the Tameside Reporter. 

 

Back in July you may remember our ‘Retreat to the Exhibition’ event which we 

hosted at Thomas Ashton School.  This was to celebrate the arts within the 

Tameside special schools. This was a great success and we managed to raise 

over £150 for Reuben’s Retreat as well as celebrating the success of our pu-

pils.  As a result of the  exhibition Abbey Briggs Gustav Klimt dress was se-

lected to appear at Hyde Town Hall on exhibition. We hope to do another 

schools exhibition again in summer of 2016. Abbey Briggs, Morgan Ross and 

Tyler Campbell represented the school excellently on the evening. 

Art Exhibition 

Welcome to the Christmas Issue, we would 
like to thank you for your continued support 

As many of you may know Picasso class have a serious love for food, so we decided to host 
an afternoon tea party, for some of our lovely members of staff. We went all out and created 
some teapot invitations and patiently waited for the RSVP's, when we had our numbers con-
firmed, the planning of our major event went under way!    
We decided to be very posh and make our own cake stands, so off to the charity shop we went 
to source plates and glasses... and of course glue!! 
We then carefully put together our menu, which of course meant another little outing to the su-
permarket to source our splendid top secret ingredients..... No really it is all super secret!!! 
But..... there is always a but, we had bad news, poor Mr Elms had to host a meeting at school, 
with lots of important people attending, so of course we decided, as head of our school, he just 
couldn't miss out and as we knew how super delicious everything was going to be, neither 
could his guests! 
So our little afternoon tea party, really has turned into a major event! 

http://www.hydecommunitymatters.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/IMG_8385.jpg


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emin group have been working hard towards their Arts Award Explore. They have been sharing skills 

both in class and in the capacity of mentoring the primary pupils. 

 

Morgan Ross gave up a Saturday to help Mrs McDonough at Marks & Spencer in Ashton accompanied by 

Mrs Pauline Atkinson.  Together they spent three hours packing bags to raise money for Reuben's  Re-

treat.  Morgan was a credit to the school. 

 

Pupils have been working hard to make the Christmas Fair happen.  Each class was assigned a task and 

at the Christmas Fair this all came together.  Organised by Mrs Woodhead. The school has managed so 

far to raise over £300 towards Shelter, a charity for the homeless.  We would like to thank our Gover-

norJanet Neild for knitting the elves which accompanied the elf doors, which pupils in Banksy and  Emin 

made, Morgan Ross was responsible for the Clay doors, A skill which he  later passed on to Addison 

Stretton. 

 

Pupils in Emin have been taking part in a ‘Pay it Forward’ project.  

This is inspired by the film Pay Forward.  The idea behind this is 

that people do an act of goodwill with nothing in return.  Pupils 

have surprised me as each day they have completed a good deed.  

They have also worked together as a group to complete bigger 

deeds.  One group visited an old peoples home and offered their 

company for a couple of hours.  The other group delivered a box of 

biscuits to the local Ambulance station to say thanks for giving up 

time with their families at this time of year.  The group have also delivered 5 random presents to our 

neighbouring community. 

In January Emin will be leading a project for Holocaust Memorial day. The project will involve the whole 

school and also the other four special schools in Tameside.  Pupils have been busy collecting buttons and 

attaching labels to each button.  Each pupil will then be allocated a single button with the label at-

tached. The label will have a number on one side and their name on the other.  Their name will then be 

linked to the name of a person who helped somebody else during the Holocaust.  The idea of this year is 

to commemorate Holocaust Memorial day under the theme ‘Don't be a Bystander’.  All buttons will be 

attached to a sculpture which will then be  displayed in school and the other four schools in Tameside 

as well as being displayed on the Holocaust Memorial Day website. All details to follow. 

 

Currently we have acquired several display boards within Hyde Town Hall. Currently pupils work is on 

display there and can be seen by the public.  We will keep updating these boards as and when necessary 

but please feel free to go along and have a look. They have really brightened up the corridors of Hyde 

Town Hall and we have had some positive feedback. 

 

Finally we have been having fun with our elf on the shelf. He has been appearing all over the classroom 

and the pupils have had fun finding him and rescuing him! 
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A HUGE thank you to everyone for your help and support this term. There 

has been so much that has gone on in school since September, and we have 

asked for your help on so many occasions.  

I am really proud of what you do to help us to give our pupils the opportu-

nities and experiences that really help them to develop and mature emo-

tionally, personally and socially. 

The fund raising we do, not only helps others in need, but enables our pu-

pils to learn about, understand and do something to help, the world in which we live in. The trip to 

Belgium by Shania and Tyler, along with Mrs Mac and Mr McBurnie, helped us all with our under-

standing of our history and the sacrifices made by our ancestors. 

The creation of rucksacks for the homeless and the sending of teddy bears as gifts to young chil-

dren caught up in the refugee crisis help us to be compassionate, to keep a perspective on our own 

difficulties and problems,  and to recognise that there are always things we can do together to 

help make the world a better place. 

Thank you to those who were able to make the Christmas Assembly. It was a lovely atmosphere 

and the pupils did us all proud. The dad dancing at the end was something else! 

Wasn’t it lovely, when I was listing three things we could give as free gifts this Christmas – help-

fulness, forgiveness and peace – that a little voice called out from behind me ….. “and love!”  

How true. 

We say farewell to Ms Rebecca Woodhead who has gained a Level 3 position at a local primary 

school. Rebecca’s ambition is to one day teach (which, as you all know, I think is the best job in 

the world!!!). She is studying for her degree at Tameside College, and this job gives her other ex-

periences that will help her on her journey. We wish her well. 

In her place we welcome Ms Sarah Butler, which makes me feel quite posh what with having two 

butlers on the staff! 

Best wishes to you all for a safe and warm Christmas. See you on the 4th January 2016!   

Finish for Christmas    Fri 18th December 2015  1.30pm 

Return                   Monday 4th Jan 2016 

Finish for half term    Fri 12th Feb 2016  

Return         Monday 22nd Feb 2016 

Finish               Friday 1st April 2016 @ 1.30pm 

              

Christmas Raffle Winners 

First Prize  (Hamper) Barry Thomas (Parent)  Second Prize (Cash)  Mrs J Woodhead (Staff) 

Many other prizes have been won!     All proceeds are being sent to the charity ‘Shelter’  



 
 

 
 
 
 

Trips 

Belgium 

In October of this year Mr McBurnie Mrs Mac, Tyler Camp-

bell and Shania Keegan embarked on a trip to Belgium to visit 

the battlefields. This was a huge success and was a once-in-a

-lifetime opportunity. Both Shania and Tyler then teamed up 

with two pupils from Hyde Community College who they met 

whilst on the Belgium trip and hosted a remembrance day 

event at Hyde Town Hall courtesy of Councillor Fitzpatrick. 

They were able to sell handmade poppies which pupils back 

at school had made and raised an incredible £48 for the 

British Legion. A week later Matthew from the Tameside 

reporter came to interview Tyler and Shania and we hope to have a piece in the paper very soon watch 

this space! 

Legoland 

Pupils in Stella and Mondrian chose Legoland as their reward trip.  

The children had a factory tour and learnt how Lego was made.  

They enjoyed all activities especially the Lego rides and 4D Cinema. 

 

Our topic this half term has been History-based. 

In KS3—Banksy and Emin covered the “Wars of the Roses”, whilst 

the Jackson Pollocks focussed on King James I.  Da Vinci, Picasso 

and Warhol learned about the Tudors, particularly Henry VIII.  We 

were really fortunate to visit the amazing Hoghton Tower 

www.hoghtontower.co.uk where we found out why the meat is called 

‘Sirloin’, about Lancashire Witches, and about King James I.  We 

practiced being knighted in the Great Hall, danced , dressed up and 

even visited the dungeons!  It really is a brilliant place to visit and reminded us of something out 

of Harry Potter! 

Chill Factor was a reward trip for the children who have 

been successful in PE over the last term.   

All children had a great time tubing and luging in the 

snow! 

Key Stage 2 pupils were invited to the Variety Club Christmas Party at the 
Palace Hotel in Manchester.  
We all had a fabulous time, dancing and meeting Father Christmas. Every-
body was given flashing headbands and we all looked amazing. The food 
was delicious- especially the jelly and ice cream for dessert! 
Before we came home Father Christmas came and gave us some presents- 
we were very excited. Everybody had a great time. 




