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The theme for each class this year was to choose a famous chil-
dren’s author, Dahl class chose Roald Dahl. A lot of our art work this 
term was based around Dahl’s famous books and characters.  We en-
joyed learning about Charlie and the chocolate factory and imagined 
creating our own chocolate bar designing some colourful wrappers 
using bright coloured paints.  We all really enjoyed learning about 
the twits and how disgusting his beard was.  We decided to create 
our own revolting beard which contained items such as mouldy 
bread, worms and crusty pizza yuk!!  

 

OUTDOOR LEARNING 

Our outdoor learning class have been enjoying 
various adventures in the great outdoors.  We 
have been doing Archery, Shooting, Walking, 
Canal boating, Firelighting, Bushcraft skills and 
Gorge walking to name but a few!  Watch out 
Bear Grylls! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CITY IN THE COMMUNITY 

Manchester City hosted a football tournament in 
school for our budding footballers.  A great time 
was had by all.  The game at the end was fan-
tastic and we hope to do this again soon. 

 

Welcome to the Christmas Issue, we would like to thank 
you for your continued support! 

School re-opens on Tuesday 4th January at 9.15am. 

Please remember to have PE Kits and Pumps in School for KS2 pu-
pils www.thomasashton.tameside.sch.uk 



DISCOVERY SITE 
 
In Donaldson class we encourage the children to com-
plete art and crafts activities most days and have the 
main focus for arts in the afternoons. The children 
have been exploring lots of different materials to cre-
ate things.  We focus on crafts related to our learning 
and we also will complete baking/cooking activities eve-
ry week for our Kindness Café. During Kindness Café 
the children will also complete a craft relating to the story, Kindness Café is 
every Friday afternoon.   

 

Donaldson children complete cosmic yoga and 
relaxed kids sessions weekly to encourage the 
use of drama and role play. 

 
 
 

 
 
This term Fletcher class have worked very hard 
and had lots of fun creating amazing artwork, they 
have sculpted landmarks from around the UK using 
clay, structured art lessons where each week the 
class used their watercolour paints in their own art 
books. 

 
We have had cooking every Friday and have made 
lots of different dishes, such as cakes, pizza’s and 
biscuits. 
 
 
 
 

For music the class have been learning to play 
two instruments the Ukulele and the Djembe 
drum. The children have learned how to play 
‘A’ chord and ‘C’ chord on the Ukulele as well 
as practicing the song jingle bells. On the 
drum the class learned to follow a beat and to 
create their own beat.  
 
For drama the class have taken part in Drama 
club and we have played games such as charades and used puppets in class 
discussions. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

STEINBECK 
 
Anne Frank Trust – ‘History for today’  

This has been very successful and the pupils 
have gained lots of confidence from being 
part of this exhibition. 6 pupils were trained 
as peer guides and they worked alongside  
Johnathan, a guide for the trust for 2 days 
and trained to become peer guides. This has 

been so inspirational to them and I can already see the difference it has 
made.  

Art – Mandrakes inspired by Harry Potter 
 

We have been studying the artist Nick Dudman. 
We designed and created our own mandrakes using 
mod roc and wire. We looked at the clip from Har-
ry Potter and then thought about how our Man-
drake could represent us. We gave them a name 
and particular trait. The pupils enjoyed making the-

ses and they will go towards their Arts Awards. These are on display on 
our corridor upstairs and we are hoping to display these at our annual exhi-
bition next year.  

ASDAN – Keysteps 
Steinbeck class have been working really hard towards 
their Asdan Award, they recognise the importance of this 
qualification. Currently they need an additional 15 hours so 
hopefully they will be on track for their Keysteps Award 
which is equivalent to a GCSE.  
 

Photography  
You may remember that last year during the Pandemic we 
visited Glossop and took some local photographs which we manipulated and 
displayed in Panaderia café. This year they contacted me and asked if we 
could replace them which we have done. They look amazing and we also 
have some smaller prints for sale in the café, the proceeds go towards 
‘Reuben’s Retreat’. 

 

Intu Film festival 
As part of our Arts Awards we visited the cinema to watch a very inspiring 
film/musical ‘Dear Evan Hansen’ on our return to school we set to work on 
Art and created a piece of thought provoking work about what social media 
helps us deal with our everyday life.  



Christmas Term  2021 

Wow, where did that year go? 

Once again we find ourselves conflicted at a time when we should be together 
with our families and friends. I  am so sorry for the sense of déjà vu you probably 
feel but this pandemic is proving to be very stubborn.  This time last year we had 
the promise of vaccines on the horizon and I dared to believe that Christmas 
2021 would be very different.  I guess in many ways there has been a more nor-
mal feel to life in general and we have been allowed to mix a little more and e.g. shops and lei-
sure/hospitality industry are now open for business.  From our perspective, school has also re-
mained fully open although some of our routines have still reflected the need to be cautious. 
We also continue to be affected by staff absence as the pandemic continues to impact on eve-
ryone’s health, either directly or indirectly through family members.  With a record number of 
children on-roll it has, at times, been quite a challenge to remain fully open.  My sincere thanks 
go out to our dedicated staff who have remained committed and flexible throughout the past 
year.  I am so proud of all of their efforts and know that it has not been easy for anyone.  Equal-
ly, I would like to extend this thanks to all of our families that have remained patient and sup-
portive during incredibly difficult times.  What I hope is that there is some light at the end of 
the tunnel and that the current concerns around new variants just prove to be bumps in the 
road.  I hope that 2022 sees us further close the gap between school and our community of 
families.  I also hope that we can return to fully welcoming you all back into the building as I 
think positive relationships between school and home are of paramount importance if we 
want the best outcomes for our children.  Whilst there has been some progress this year, we 
are still some way from having the open and welcoming building we need to facilitate coffee 
mornings, open evenings and community projects, all of which were cornerstones of what we 
did well.  It is sad that some of our newer families have only ever experienced school in its cur-
rent guise. 

Like most people I have now given up on trying to predict the next phase of the pandemic and 
prefer to just hope that things will take a more positive course.  Until then, I would like to wish 
you all a happy and safe Christmas and look forward to the New Year when we get the chance 
to do it all again. 

 Have a wonderful Christmas from all of us at Thomas Ashton School 

 Mike Doyle   

Finish      Friday 17th December at 1.30pm 

Re-open   Tuesday 4th January 2022 at 9.15am 

Finish      Friday 18th February at 2.45pm 

Re-open   Monday 28th February at 9.15am 

We would like to thank Greggs Foundation along with New Charter part of 
Jigsaw Homes for their continued support to our pupils. 


