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20th November 2020 

Dear pupils, parents and carers of Thomas Ashton School, 

 

 

I thought I would give you a current update on the situation in school.  The previous 

guidance remains the same.  The changes within school are that all staff now wear a 

face covering when in communal areas of the school and all staff and pupils wear a 

face covering when on the school minibus. 

 

The government still advise that all children should now be attending school and that 

Covid-19 risks should be reduced using social distancing and improved hygiene 

procedures.  

 

In support of this we have amended many of our normal practices to reduce 

unnecessary contacts in school. This means that the majority of our meetings are 

being carried out ‘virtually’ and we have tried to reduce the number of visitors on-site 

to further reduce opportunities of infection transmission. 

 

In terms of face coverings, we are requesting that pupils aged 12 and over wear 

masks when travelling on the school minibus. Within classrooms this is not a 

requirement and on corridors this is optional. For many of our children the wearing of 

masks presents a particular challenge and we are trying to strike a balance between 

being sensible around infection control and recognising many of our children have 

needs that make the wearing of face coverings difficult for them. 

 

Start and end of the day 

We have produced a plan for pupils arriving and leaving so that we don’t have lots of 

people coming to school and leaving school all at the same time. 

 

We will continue working very closely with the taxi companies to get this plan to work 

for everyone who comes by taxi. Parents who drive their children to school will also 

have to follow the plan. Vehicles will be directed to park in a certain place and pupils 
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will wait until they are invited into school. At home time, parents, carers and escorts 

will remain in their cars and staff will bring the children out. 

 

Communication with school 

As discussed earlier, we cannot have the number of visitors coming into school that 

we used to have, and sadly, this includes parents and carers. However, that is not to 

say you can’t, but as much as possible we need parents and carers to phone or 

email school (or a member of staff direct), and if necessary, an appointment can be 

made. We will be doing the same thing with other professionals and with other 

visitors to school. 

 

Likewise, school will be contacting you in the same way. You will have experienced 

an increase in phone calls and emails from school already, and it is important that 

you help us by continuing to answer calls and emails to ensure good communication 

continues. 

 

We also want you to continue using our website as a place to go for information or to 

ask for help. The website continues to grow and we have lots of ideas to make it 

even better, and we would love to have your ideas too!  

 

What to wear and what to bring 

Please check you have full uniform for your child and enough spare to be able to 

wash clothes regularly and ensure they come to school in uniform every day. It 

means you know what your child has worn to school, and you can keep this clothing 

separate from their other clothes.  

 

We also ask that you think carefully about anything your child may want to bring to 

school. Unless it is sportswear, swimming kit, a packed lunch or something to keep 

them occupied on the taxi, children don’t need to bring anything with them, as 

everything they need in class will be here as usual. 

 

In school 

We are still using ‘bubbles’ in school to reduce the number of potential contacts that 

children (and staff) have over the course of the day. Each class works as a bubble, 

and each bubble sits within a bigger bubble, or zone (blue, red or yellow, except Y8 

who are upstairs!) 

 

In class, life is as ‘normal’ as possible, but we will be trying to ensure pupils and staff 

maintain a social distance between each other as much as we can. We understand 

that younger children may struggle, and we also understand that the needs of many 

of our children mean they need more frequent and closer contact than others, but we 



 

will still have to keep trying where we can. By reducing close contact, we reduce the 

risk of spreading the virus. 

 

 

Breakfast club and lunch will continue to be taken in class as before, and children 

will be able to go outside, although there will be a rota system in place to help us, so 

we will have to take it in turns. 

 

The big difference is the requirement for regular hand washing. Every room has 

hand washing and hand sanitising facilities and we have established routines of 

when, and how, to wash hands.  

 

In the event that we have any children or staff displaying symptoms of Covid-19 

during the day we have systems in place to reduce further escalation and, rest 

assured, will keep you fully informed, although we will not be able to discuss names 

of individuals.   

 

When do I need to Self-Isolate or take a test? 
The current advice is that children or staff that present with at least 1 of the 3 Covid-
19 symptoms should self-isolate immediately and take a Covid-19 test:  

 a new continuous cough. 

 a high temperature. 

 a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell  
 
If the test is negative and they no longer have symptoms they may return to school. 
If the test is positive they must complete the 10 day isolation period before returning. 
There is no requirement to take a second test although you should not return to 
school if you still have a temperature. 
 
If you live with someone that has tested positive for coronavirus, or you have been 
contacted by NHS Test and Trace, you will need to immediately self-isolate for 14 
days. There is no need to take a test, unless you develop symptoms. 
 
Like everyone else, we are constantly having to keep up to date with advice that is 
forever changing and it is sometimes difficult to establish the facts. If you have any 
further questions, please contact school. 
 
I hope we can continue to work together and stay safe. 
 
M Doyle 

 
Mike Doyle 
Headteacher 
 


