
 



THEME FOR HMD 2021:  

BE THE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 
 

Each year, The Holocaust Memorial website develops a theme to provide those planning 

their own HMD events with fresh ideas for interesting and inspiring commemorations. 

Each theme relates to the Holocaust, Nazi Persecution and the subsequent genocides in 

Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur – as well as present-day situations around the 

world and closer to home. 

Be the light in the darkness is an affirmation and a call to action for everyone marking 

HMD. This theme asks everyone to consider different kinds of ‘darkness’, for example, 

identity-based persecution, misinformation, denial of justice; and different ways of ‘being 

the light’, for example, resistance, acts of solidarity, rescue and illuminating mistruths. 

The utterly unprecedented times through which we are living currently are showing the 

very best of which humanity is capable but also - in some of the abuse and conspiracy the-

ories being spread on social media - the much darker side of our world. 

We will continue to do our bit for as long as we can, secure in the knowledge that others 

will continue to light a candle long after us. 

Gena Turgel MBE, survivor of the Holocaust 

Due to Coronavirus and the fact that school life just isn’t back to normal The Special 

Schools Arts Hub  decided that it would still be a lovely idea for all the special schools as 

well as our close partner The Lake s Nursing Home to participate in the Holocaust Memori-

al Day 2021.  

During this pandemic we have witnessed people coming together like never before reach-

ing out to those in need and caring for those who need it most. People have returned to 

their roots to be there for those people who are important to them. 

We have utilized glow in the dark stars, one for each pupil. The stars are attached to a col-

oured strip, each school will have a specific colour. The name and age of the pupils/

residents will be written on the strip and the star will have a number on it. Each number 

will be assigned to  a person who helped/rescued during The Holocaust. There will be a 

book to accompany the installation and all the details will be included.   

We will display the stars on a light up tree.  The tree will be lit up during the day and glow-

ing naturally by night.   It is a  simple art installation but hopefully displays the courage 

that some people had during dark times and were willing to put their lives at risk for oth-

ers. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





“The Jews are a part of the Danish nation.  We have no Jewish 

problem in our country because we never had an inferiority 

complex in relation to the Jews.  If the Jews are forced to wear 

the yellow Star, I and my whole family shall wear it as a badge 

of honor.”  [The badge was not introduced in Denmark.] 

- King Christian X 

“It was never a question of Jew or non-Jew. It was a question of people 
in distress. I would have helped anyone to escape from the Gestapo.” 
 
- Jørgen Knudsen  



Thomas Ashton School would like to thank the  

following organisations for their help and  

support in creating this powerful installation to mark 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2021. 

Oakdale School 

Cromwell School 

The Lakes Nursing Home 

PRU Service/Whitebridge College 

 

Also a big thank you to the inspiration behind our  

installation which is all the people that during this 

global Pandemic have gone out of their way to help 

those in need and shown them the light in these dark 

times.  

Tracey Webster from the Arts and Engagement Team 

for her continuing support. 

 

And of course all those truly remarkable people who  

risked everything to assist those in need  during The 

Holocaust. 


