
‘Striding forth into a better future’  

The Holocaust Memorial Day for 2018 is on the 27th January, and on the Memorial Trust website 

(www.hmd.org.uk), lit by a candle, is the caption ‘The power of words’. 

Kim McDonough, Arts Co-ordinator at Thomas Ashton School and class teacher for Lamarr Group along 

with Mrs S Butler and Mrs M Butler, and Thomas Ashton staff uses the history of the Holocaust  and gen-

ocides to help pupils in school to understand why qualities such as tolerance and acceptance of others 

are so important in us all. 

This year we have been inspired by the artist Deborah Pitman and an installation called 

‘moreincommon’. Deborah herself was inspired by  Inspired by Jo Cox’s Maiden Speech To Parliament: 

‘We Are Far More United Than The Things That Divide Us’. I have had the pleasure of talking to Deborah 

Pitman about the project. Together in conversation with Deborah  Pitman we thought it might be a nice 

idea, if we were to do a similar installation. 

Of course asking all children to do footprints, would be too much, therefore I requested that each school 

nominated a boy and a girl to have a print done of their foot. 

The prints were then collected, reprinted  on card and re-distributed to all schools,  enabling all children 

and residents to be represented. Over 400 in total. 

Pupils were then asked to decorate it in their own way, including words, if possible. 

We also had a 4 resident footprints from our local nursing home. 'The Lakes’ in Duckinfield. 

All the feet were re-collected and made into an installation and displayed on a large tree, signifying 

'Strength and growth' . Accompanying the tree are two Perspex cubes. These cubes include the names of 

the children and residents from The Lakes , ithe other cube features subsequent genocides including the 

Holocaust. 

We hope our children will understand how powerful words are and that although they can be a source of 

comfort they can also cause pain.  .   





Thomas Ashton School would like to thank the  

following organisations for their help and  

support in creating this powerful installation to mark 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2018. 

Cromwell School 

Oakdale School 

Samuel Laycock School 

Hawthorns School 

The Lakes Nursing Home 

PRU Service 

 

Also a big thank you to the inspiration behind our  

installation Deborah Pitman and her work  

 ‘Far more in common’ 

 

Tracey Webster from the Arts and Engagement Team 

for her continuing support. 

 

Rob  from lastminitegiz@outlook.com for printing the 

names onto our Perspex cubes. 




