Issue: Spring 2019

Welcome to the Spring Issue, we would like to thank you
for your continued support!
Easter Coffee Morning in aid of
Mental Health Charity—MIND
Our Easter themed Coffee Morning was well attended
by pupils, parents, carers and friends. There were
lots of fun activities to take part in and lots of tasty
Easter treats to be had. As usual the raffles proved very popular, with
a range of prizes, including Easter eggs, toiletries, chocolates, etc
Thank you to all who contributed and the kind
donations received from Asda, Co-op and
Morrisons. We will report how much was raised
after the Easter break.
Dates for your diary— Friday 17th May - cake sale
Friday 12th July—Summer Coffee Morning

SPORTS REWARD TRIPS
Our pupils have enjoyed various trips out at the end of this term to
celebrate their successes, and as a reward for good behaviour and
choices in school. Children have enjoyed their trips out to Sky High,
Total Adrenaline and local parks to name a few.

ROSEN Over the last term Rosen focused on different Art forms.
Through PSHE the children read the book Ebb’s New Friend and the
children discussed the emotions of each character then used the feeling
chairs to take on the characters feelings through facial and body
expressions. In Science the children have enjoyed role playing doctors and
patients in our Doctors’ Surgery, using the Doctors kit to help diagnose the
patients who visited. Through Music the children enjoyed participating in
and learning the song and actions to ‘These Bones’. In Dance the children
learnt a dance about the human body and had to take on different
characteristics of their chosen body part. The children also created a
large painting of a Doctor and Nurse to be displayed in the Doctors’
Surgery.
GRAY We have been working on lots of different aspects of art. We have
particularly been working hard on learning all about our bodies, and
exploring how they work.
We have looked at our skeleton and muscles, and that keeping ourselves
healthy is very important. They have drawn around each other’s bodies and
labeled all the internal organs.
The children enjoyed creating and making papier-mâché bodies. Then they
used different materials, such as clay (just as messy) but they thoroughly
enjoyed every minute. The children have learnt to recognize that we are
all very different shapes and sizes. Some of our Artwork is currently hung
up in the Art gallery at Hyde Town Hall.
McGOUGH Every Monday, Mrs Whittaker and Miss Hill deliver a range of
different drama based activities. The pupils in McGough class really enjoy
these sessions and are now asking for specific activities, that they enjoy
taking part in the most. They enjoy playing the emotional chairs and have
even asked to play this game during choosing.
Our topic this half term is “Rotten Romans.” We have been taking on the
role of a Roman Soldier and completed basic training
tasks and orders that a Roman Soldier would have
endured. Currently we are in the middle of making
Roman helmets and shields to wear whilst we are
accessing the topic through drama.

SEUSS In Spring, the topic was Romans and pupils have worked
together to draw, paint and label a Roman Soldier in full uniform. They
then designed their own shields on paper and painted onto cardboard.
Cooking has continued on a Friday, in which the pupil’s confidence has
grown significantly since the start of the year with the pupils making
some delicious dishes, both sweet and savoury – banana cake, creamy
masala chicken, jam tarts and chicken risotto. The pupils love creating
and testing their dishes.
Already we can see some
budding young chefs in the
making!
AHLBERG We have enjoyed lots of Art in various guises over last term.
Where possible, we have brought Art into different curriculum lessons.
After reading Hansel & Gretel in our Literacy lessons, the boys painted
their own ‘Gingerbread houses’.
We also read lots of different poems that were about Aliens,
Dinosaurs and Monsters and used these as inspiration for our own poems.
The boys created some pretty gruesome artwork.

TENNYSON We have been focusing on writing. Along with fiction writing, individuals have also written reviews on classic Shakespearian plays,
focusing on Hamlet and Macbeth. After watching the animated (short!)
versions of the plays online and discussions regarding the way in which it
was written, drawn and the analysis of the main characters involved, the
class began to write a review/blog of the animated versions of the plays
and offered recommendations and comparisons of the two.
Tennyson class has also been working on the topic of ‘Rotten
Romans’ where they have engaged in making cardboard Roman
weapons. From daggers and axes, to swords and shields, pupils
revelled in creating their own pieces of art based on images
from Roman stories and images online depicting Roman life.

LEAR Lear has completed an Art Award around the poet Edward Lear.
We have made models for a set of poems we wrote in the style of
Lear. We have completed art work to be displayed in Hyde Town Hall
around Remembrance and the 100 years since the end of World War 1.
Through the year we have looked at the work of different artists
based around our topic themes and have completed work in those
styles using various media– pastels, watercolours and clay sculpture.
We have studied the media of film and photography based around portraying moods. We are beginning to join in with Drama sessions, looking
at using our bodies to depict feelings and emotions in storytelling.
KIPLING This term Kipling class have been looking at “Rotten Romans”
as part of their topic work. Kipling has enjoyed looking at the roman
warriors, researching their uniforms and has recreated Roman weapons and shields. The pupils completed their initial design on paper and
then used junk modelling items to make their own recreation of their
favourite weapon. Kipling class have looked at the artist Wassily
Kandinsky and are currently in the process of completing their first
Art Award on Kandinsky and linking it to
the Romans. For literacy Kipling class
have been reading ‘The Boy In The
Striped Pyjamas’ they have worked on the
descriptive words used to create a scene.
WALSH
We continue to work hard on our enterprise which forms a strong link
with our Asdan awards, which is a key feature of Year 9 life. Pupils
log all work undertaken in their file and this can be evidenced against
the Asdan criteria. All pupils in Walsh are now in receipt of at least
one Asdan, amounting to one credit, which they can take to college
with them. The group is currently working towards their Key Steps
award, designed specifically for their age group. This will amount to 6
credits. Part of the Award is based around teamwork and encouragement. Last week we went to
Mission Exit in Dukinfield and
had to solve puzzles to escape
from a room.

Spring Term 2019
I love it when we get back those extra hours of daylight, because so
much more can be done with the day! With the better weather, pupils
and staff are able to enjoy being outside more, and it helps to make time
in school more enjoyable and varied. With Easter around the corner, I
want to share some changes that will happen before we start the summer
term:
Two teaching assistants will be leaving us, Samantha O’Brien and Riz Puri.
Sam has not been with us for too long, and is currently off on maternity leave. Sam has
decided to devote some time to family life, and therefore has resigned her post. We wish
her well and thank her for her time with us.
Riz Puri leaves us for a promotion, with the Tameside Youth Service. Riz has always held
a part-time post with the Youth Service, and now he has the opportunity to pursue a career with them. The experience he has gained working at Thomas Ashton School will really
be of use to him, as his role involves finding ways for the Youth Service to work more
closely with schools.
We wish Riz all the best in his new and developing role, and I’m hoping we remain in close
touch and find ways so Riz can continue working with Thomas Ashton School.
Like a lot of schools, due to finances, these posts will be made temporary pending a review
of our staffing structure.
I would like to thank everyone who talked to me about the post of parent governor for
school. As no-one was able to commit to this voluntary post this time round, I am pleased
to inform you that Dominique Kenneally, the outgoing parent governor, has offered her
services for one more cycle of duty, and she, along with Debra Staniforth, are your
parent governors (see their information in reception and on our website).
It is always a difficult time when we learn of bereavement, whether it is a staff or pupil
family member, and there have been several this academic year. Our thoughts have been
with them all. One family have had to cope with more than one bereavement in a very
short space of time, and to help them remember their loved ones, especially the father,
Tony, they have donated some money to enable me to pursue my dream of having a water
feature and some benches in the courtyard area to make a ‘reflection’ space where staff
can take children who need some quiet time to think and to help them in school. So to
Jenny, and her children Michael and Zoe, and to those who made donations on their behalf, we say a big thank-you, and now that the weather has improved and there is more
daylight to enable me to see what I am doing, I shall make this one particular wish come
true! Happy Easter to you all.
Finish for Easter

Friday 5th April 2019 1.30pm
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Bank Holiday
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