Issue: Summer 21

Welcome to the Summer Issue, we would like to thank you for your
continued support!
Holocaust Memorial Day Magazine
We were contacted about our amazing Holocaust work and the HMD
Trust asked if we would like to feature in their magazine. It has taken
many years for this to happen so I jumped at the opportunity.

Forest School
We have been making use of our forest school and doing some artwork in
there. Pupils were given a piece of art and asked to draw inspiration from
it using only materials from the forest. I think the results are really
good and these will be used in our virtual gallery later in the year.
Armed forces banner
There was a competition held asking for schools to contribute to a banner thanking the
armed forces for all their efforts. Some of our artwork/photography was selected and
can be seen on the sides of roads in Tameside.

Retreat to the Exhibition ( Virtual) 2021
We will be once again be holding our annual ‘Retreat to the Exhibition’ virtually. This went go live
on 12th July. We hope to have all pupils represented. Once again all special schools will participate and hopefully be displayed via their own website but joined through a link via the Arts
Council. ……. Watch this space!
As always we are still trying to raise money for our charities, in particular Reuben’s Retreat.
We hope to try and raise some funds for this worthwhile charity before the end of term
through our virtual art exhibition.
Arts Award Competition
We have entered a competition run by Trinity College. Photos submitted were to celebrate Arts
in schools ……again, Watch this space !

School re-opens on Monday 6th September at 9.15am.
Uniform sales will be available on Weds 1st, Thurs 2nd, Fri 3rd Sept

In Literacy and Topic the children have been focusing on different countries in Europe. When
focusing on France they created the Eiffel Tower using
various different coloured lollypop sticks to form the structure and designed the French flag using the correct coloured paints. When learning about Germany the children
in blue zone collectively designed their own individual
brick which were put together to create the Berlin Wall,
following on from the Berlin Wall the children looked at
Banksy and created their own artwork outside using spray
paints. When learning about Spain the children focused
on the artist Picasso and created picture’s using cubism.
They got their colour inspirations from Picasso’s Weeping
Woman (1937) artwork.
KS2 got the opportunity to watch a show within school, they
learnt how you can use everyday items to create different
characters using your imagination. They joined in the show
developing on their drama skills. They enjoyed the show and
was able to build on their knowledge by engaging in questions
at the end.
This term the pupils in Nightingale group have enjoyed our Gymnastics sessions. It has helped the pupils improve balance, trust each other and has
improved teamwork.
In Art, Braille have been using sponges on canvas to create a dotted look.
We have also looked a dripping paints on canvas to create a
messier look. This was a real success in the class as they enjoyed getting
messy and having fun using lots of different simple techniques. Our last
piece of art was related to COVID-19 and lockdown, we used lots of different paints including blacks, brown and burgundy to create a dark and
gloomy look. We then had to come up with a name which we thought would
be suited to the canvas relating to COVID-19.
In Kings Class we have been doing Forest school art with the
children. We went on a scavenger hunt and they found resources from
trees, fields and the local woodland to create a picture using their creative
skills.
In Malala class this year we have utilised art as a way to push our ‘Thrive’
based learning. This has enabled us to explore our emotions and senses
through a range of art techniques, experiments and projects. We have maintained 3+
weekly thrive/art sessions since Spring term and the boys have absolutely loved them! We
have seen so much individual/personal progress since running these art ‘therapy’ based
sessions; especially linking to their emotional and sensory EHCP outcomes.
In Mandela our outdoor learning included searching for signs of Summer
and bug hunting. Mrs Walker planted Sunflowers and Potatoes. Pupils also
enjoyed reading outdoors.
As part of Asdan we have been looking at identity. Our book
Ghost boys also covered the theme of racism. Today we
thought it would be an experience to go and place a
positive note at Rashford's mural. It was very emotive to see
the messages and people there.

Discovery
This term the Columbus class have worked very hard creating lots
of lovely artwork, they have used their hands to create rainbows,
used vegetables dipped in paint instead of paintbrushes and
created a wonderful rainforest display in our corridor.
For music, the class have listened to different music genres and
drawn along to the tune, they have also had fun singing along to
some rhymes during clubs. The children have also followed the
Just Dance tutorials on youtube in clubs time.
For drama ,there have been different role play opportunities for
the children to take part in, such as “Bake off” and looking after
babies.
In our tuff tray we have been providing the opportunity for

sensory play, the class have particularly enjoyed sand play and water play this term.

The children in Peake class have been super busy doing lots of fun learning! Our Topics
have been The Rainforest and Pirates.
Whilst learning about pirates we did lots of amazing art! We made boats for lego men
from recycling including boxes, straws, plastic tubs and plastic bottles. We also made
our own treasure boxes and treasure to go in them, we did this using shoe boxes which
we decorated and we then wrapped shiny tinfoil round cut out cardboard coins. We also used the card to cut out some hooks and
wrapped them in tinfoil too! We designed and painted our own pirate ship then went outside and used tyres putting them into the
shape of a ship. We used our hooks and pretended to be real pirates!
The children really enjoyed learning about the rainforest. We made
a huge rainforest tree for our display, we
did this using different shades of brown
and green paints and used different materials like bubble wrap and tinfoil to print paint onto the tree
trunk. We also learnt about exotic birds and designed and decorated our own using paint, glitter, sequins and feathers. We
learnt about the different layers of the rainforest, the children each had a clear container and went outside using different materials such as, stones, grass, leaves and grit to create
layers in their
container.
At the moment we are learning all about Ancient Egypt. So far we
have learnt about pyramids. The children sculpted their very own
pyramids using sand and water, some of them even managed to
make some tunnels! We have also followed instructions on how to
mummify an orange!

Summer Term 2021
Dear parents and carers
I’d like to extend a heartfelt thanks to you all for your patience and support in what has been an
extremely challenging year for everyone. Whilst we can only speculate on the full impact of growing up during a global pandemic, my hope is that it helps our children develop a strong sense of
community and fully appreciate the friends and family members that, for long periods, they were
unable to be with. I am sure this generation will never take for granted the precious people they missed and/or
worried about during a series of national lockdowns and virus control measures.
During those worrying autumn and winter months when much of the country ‘stayed at home’, we rightly lauded
the NHS and the keyworkers for their contributions to the national cause. I would like to take time to thank our
staff for their own commitment to the national effort. When not being directed to isolate or suffering with Covid
themselves, they made themselves available for work every day, long before the prospect of the vaccines were
on the horizon. The vast majority of staff are also parents themselves, some even grandparents, and have had to
manage this whilst juggling their own personal circumstances. It has not been easy for anyone.
At times I am sure that, as a parent, you must have been frustrated by e.g. the impact of bubble closures and
cancelation of usual school practices. I can only assure you that any decisions were made in good faith with
‘safety’ as the main priority. I can only hope that autumn brings positive change and that bit by bit infection
rates begin to fall as the vaccine programme continues to have a positive impact. I don’t anticipate that this will
be a quick or easy return to the ‘normality’ we enjoyed before the Covid outbreak, however, I am optimistic that
if we retain our patience and sense of community, we can look forward to brighter and happier times together.
On a personal sad note, I have to inform you that Bev Wilson, our Inclusion Manager, has after 19 years decided
that it is time for her to spend more time with her own family. Bev has decided to take (early) retirement and will
leave us this summer. I am sure that we will still see plenty of her but I know that family commitments, including
four wonderful grandchildren, will keep her occupied. Bev was insistent that I stress the EARLY retirement bit.
Anyway, I am certain that you will all join me in wishing her all the very best for the next chapter in her own life.
Keeping the ‘new beginnings’ theme going, can I also wish our Year 9s good luck as they begin their transition
into Key Stage 4. I am proud of you all and hope that you experience great success and happiness in whichever
direction your futures take you. Be proud of who you are and believe in yourself.
Finally, can I wish you all a wonderful summer and hope to see you at 9.15am on September 6th to do it all again.

Yours
Mike Doyle

We would like to thank Greggs Foundation for their continued support to our
pupils.
Finish
Re-open
Finish
Re-open

Monday 26th July @ 1.30pm
Monday 6th September at 9.15am
Friday 22nd October at 2.45pm
Monday 1st November at 9.15am

